Your Oral Bagrut Exam

Your oral bagrut exam will take place at school and will be scheduled for a specific date and time and in a specific classroom.  As most of the grade will be tested on the same day, it is important that you arrive in advance of your scheduled time.  Each time slot is about twelve minutes.  

You will need to bring to the exam a copy of your project.  The project will be the basis of your discussion with the examiner.  You will be expected to talk about your project in an open and free-flowing manner for about three minutes.  This oral presentation should be well organized with an introduction, some findings, and a conclusion, and contain some personal perspectives and insights  It should be rehearsed but not memorized or read from notes.  You can, however, bring some notes to refer to as you make your presentation.  

After your presentation, the examiner will ask you questions about your project.  Some potential questions are noted below, but the listing is hardly exhaustive or complete.  In fact, the examiner may chose to ask you about anything, including your plans for the immediate and distant future, your opinion on various issues, or anything else that so moves him/her.  You should answer as completely and politely as you can.  You can also reserve the right respectfully to refuse to answer a question that you may find too personal or not have any opinion about. 
Suggested Questions for Project Work for the Oral Bagrut Examination

The following are suggested questions you can choose to ask during the project interaction part of the oral examination:

· Why did you or your group choose this topic?

· How did you or your group choose this topic? 

· What interests you about the topic? 

· What was the most interesting thing that you learned about your topic?
· What new information did you gain from doing the project? 

· What new skills did you learn from doing the project? 

· How did you divide the tasks / work among your group members? 

· Name two sources you used.

· Where did you find your sources?

· What did you enjoy about doing the project? 

· What did you find difficult about doing the project?

· What was the most difficult part of doing this project?  How did you overcome it?

· What else would you like to know about the topic?

· What would you have done differently?

· How did you present your project to your classmates?

Grading Scale
The examiner will use a grading scale created by the Ministry of Education to evaluate your abilities with spoken English.  You will be graded on your project presentation and responses as well as on your responding to questions in an extended interview.  The grade will reflect the level of your ability to speak English correctly, to convey ideas, to understand and respond appropriately to questions.  The grading scale is offered here so that you can know what the examiner is looking for and looking at.  
State of Israel

Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport

English Inspectorate
Rubric for Assessing Oral Social Interaction
Four and Five Points 

Summer 2006
	The Extended Interview

	Communicative Ability
	Points
	Accuracy
	Points

	· Understands questions

· Interacts fluently 
· Gives extended answers 
	20
	· Correct use of complex language structures

· Rich vocabulary

· Comprehensible pronunciation
	20

	
	16
	
	16

	· Understands questions with some rephrasing

· Interacts with some hesitation
· Gives single-sentence answers
	12
	· Correct use of simple language structures

· Basic vocabulary

· Mostly comprehensible pronunciation
	12

	
	8
	
	8

	· Has difficulty understanding questions; requires frequent repetition and rephrasing

· Interacts with difficulty
· Gives simple phrases and/or single-word answers
	4 
	· Incorrect use of simple language structures

· Limited vocabulary

· Poor pronunciation
	4 


Teachers can give in-between grades e.g. 10 pts.
State of Israel

Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport

English Inspectorate

Rubric for Assessing the Project Presentation and Interaction
Four and Five Points 

Summer 2006
	The Project Presentation and Interaction

	Project Presentation
	Pts
	        Accuracy
	Pts
	Project Interaction
	Pts

	· Presentation is well-organized and includes:  introduction, summary of main ideas and conclusion

· Presentation is sustained and detailed (talks for about three minutes)  
· Personal perspective is included

· Presentation is spoken rather than read from notes
	20
	· Correct use of complex language structures

· Vocabulary is topic-related and rich

· Comprehensible pronunciation
	20
	· Understands questions

· Gives extended answers

· Gives clear explanations all of the time
	20

	
	16
	
	16
	
	16

	· Presentation is organized but lacks one element 

· Presentation is adequate but not detailed (talks for about two minutes) 
· Personal perspective is hardly related to

· Presentation is mostly spoken rather than read from notes
	12
	· Correct use of simple language structures

· Vocabulary is topic-related but basic

· Mostly comprehensible pronunciation
	12
	· Understands questions with some rephrasing

· Gives single-sentence answers

· Gives clear explanations some of the time 
	12

	
	8
	
	8
	
	8

	· Presentation is disorganized 

· Presentation is short (stops talking after one minute) 

· Personal perspective is not included 

· Presentation is read from notes
	4 
	· Incorrect use of simple language structures

· Vocabulary is general and basic

· Poor pronunciation
	4 
	· Has difficulty understanding questions; requires frequent repetition and rephrasing

· Gives simple phrases and/or single-word answers

· Gives unclear or no explanations 
	4 


Teachers can give in-between grades e.g. 10 pts.

One grade is given for accuracy that reflects accuracy for both the project presentation and the project interaction.
