A Summary Analysis For Class Dictation


Mr. Know All / Somerset Maugham
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1. The Meaning Of The Title


1. "Mr. Know All" could  mean a person who knows everything. 


2. A mocking name people give a person who thinks he knows everything. 


3. Mr. Kelada was both because he really knew everything about pearls. We know that from the expression on Mrs. Ramsay's face and from the money she returned.


4. Mr. Kelada is also an expert on human emotions because when he looked at Mrs. Ramsay he immediately knew the whole story and acted in a considerate way.


5. The title is also ironic because people called him this name to mock him and he took it as a compliment.


2. The British gentleman theme.


A. The narrator's view of what a British gentleman should be like.


In his view , a British gentleman should do the following:


1. address  a total stranger with" mister"
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2. be modest and behave quietly during meals. 


3. not be pushy, chatty, argumentative, and dogmatic.


All these are superficial traits which Mr. Kelada  doesn't have 


The pearl incident, however, reveals Mr. Kelada for his truly gentleman nature. He was willing to pay a high price and lose his respect and reputation in order to save Mrs. Ramsay's marriage . We , the readers arrive at the same conclusion as the narrator and it happens at the same time. But for the narrator it is more significant.


B. The reader's point of view of what a British gentleman should be like


The narrator claims to be a British gentleman , but in fact he behaves very rudely and he even says so himself.( line 35) The narrator judges Mr. Kelada only by his outside appearance, his belongings and his name- all of which are superficial elements .Since the narrator is a gentleman only by these standards , this is how he judges other people.








C. Who is the real gentleman?


Mr. Kelada is the real gentleman in the story and when" push comes to shove" , Mr. Kelada did the right thing and protected Mrs. Ramsay's at the cost of humiliating himself in the worst possible way.


 His deed was very noble because:


1. It's very had to admit a mistake.


2. It's very had to admit a mistake in front of people who mocked you as "Mr. Know All".


3. Mr. Kelada admits a mistake in  his field  of expertise . 


4. He does it for the sake of a perfect stranger on a ship- which means he will never see her again.
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5. Mrs. Ramsay didn't deserve to be saved and the result is that she comes out of the incident with her honor  intact  and Mr. Kelada loses his. 


6. It took him a split second to decide to help her, which shows that it comes naturally for him to do the right thing.


3. The Structure


A. Time- after World War I 


B. Place- on a ship going from San Francisco to Yokohama ( Japan)


The significance of the ship.


1. The ship goes halfway across the world and therefore  it's universal.


2. The people are from different origins.( British, American)
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3. The passengers will be the only people they see during their journey which makes the ship  a micro cosmos. 


The stages of the short story.


1. Exposition-  ( lines 1-220) We learn about the time, place, characters , their background and relationship with each other. We begin to dislike Mr. Kelada along with the others .Then comes the confrontation between Mr. Kelada and Mr. Ramsay.


2. Climax - ( lines 221-229) Mr. Kelada admits a mistake and he is willing to pay the price of his honor to save Mrs. Ramsay which makes him a gentleman.


3. Solution - ( lines 230- end)  The solution to the story is also the solution to the mystery of Mr. Kelada's reaction- Mrs. Ramsay returns the money and proves that Mr. Kelada's judgment of the pearls was correct. The narrator's  attitude changes as a result - " I did not entirely dislike Mr. Kelada "


4. The Point of View.


The story is a first person narrative with  omniscient style. We are told not only what happens but also the characters' feelings.





5. The Symbolism in the Story


A. Names.


1. Max Kelada Max = maximum . Kelada- a Levantine name


2. The narrator- " so and so" - We don't know his name because the author wanted him to be universal. He didn't want us to criticize a certain person , he wanted us to criticize ourselves.
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B. Pearls


The pearls were chosen for the following reasons: 


1. They are jewelry which can be a gift from a lover.


2. A pearl is white, shiny, perfect and beautiful which can be used to describe a woman. e.g. Mrs. Ramsay - only ironically, because she wasn't really perfect at all.


3. A cultured pearl and a real one look the same and only an expert on pearls can tell them apart. A faithful woman and an unfaithful one also look the same and only an expert on people can tell the difference. Mr. Kelada was both ,  but he chose to be an expert on people. That is why he is so admirable.


C. A Voyage at Sea


1. A ship is an international neutral place. On a ship people come from different places , but they are all going to the same destination.


2.A voyage at sea  takes a long time and therefore people must get along with each other.
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3.A ship is a public place and therefore no one owns it. 


4. For the narrator having to share a cabin with Mr. Kelada is educational. He is forced to overcome his prejudice.


D. The Time.


The time after the war is important for two reasons:


1. Technical -After a  war many people travel from place to place and the ship are crowded. War > ships crowded > You must share a cabin >  get along  >  get over your prejudice. ( lines 2- 7 ).


2. Philosophical - After a war comes peace and harmony between nations - and also between people.


6. The characters


A. Mr. Kelada


1. Appearance ( line 39 ) The description smells of prejudice.


2. His belongings are expensive , but the narrator says they are better for a scrub.


3. His name - Max Kelada Max = maximum . Kelada- a Levantine name


4. His behavior - On the face of it he is very rude, chatty annoying and pushy , but inside he is a real gentleman - he saves a lady.


B. The narrator.


He sees himself as a British gentleman and a patriot. He has strong prejudice against strangers, especially those who claim to be British. We see the story through his eyes and we also start hating  Max Kelada . Because we identify with the narrator ,  the revelation that  Mr. Kelada's is the real gentleman increases the 


" blow on the head" effect on us. This slow revelation of the true nature of both 


Mr. Kelada and Mrs. Ramsay  , leads to the message of the story.


Our favor shifts from siding with the narrator against Mr. Kelada , to siding with Mr. Know All , the true gentleman , against the prejudiced narrator.


The Narrator's Attitude Towards Mr. Kelada 


In the beginning he was prepared to dislike him even before he knew him based only on his name. Then he saw  his luggage and hated him even more . This goes on until the end when he changed his mind just a little bit , but that's a big step for him.


7. The Message of the Story


Appearances can be misleading. Don't judge a book by its cover. Mr. Kelada, who is described as a disgusting person who likes to show off and be rude, turns out to be  soft hearted , considerate and true gentian on the inside. Mrs. Ramsay , on the other hand , who seemed to be a modest, beautiful and quiet lady, turns out to be unfaithful to her husband. The narrator, who presents himself as the perfect British gentleman- polite, kind and well mannered, turns out to be prejudiced, racist and rude . He misjudged both Mr. Kelada and Mrs. Ramsay. He thought she was a modest lady- He was also a chauvinist. The author wants us to be able to criticize ourselves and he does it in a very clever way. He makes us identify with the narrator and see things from his point of view , and then he makes us realize how wrong we were. 
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