THE ROAD NOT TAKEN by ROBERT FROST
 (questions and answers from the Bagrut tests including Winter 2015)
6. Read the quote and answer the question.
The poem begins: "Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,"

Give ONE reason why it was hard for the speaker to decide which road to take.            (5 points)

Both roads looked appealing / the roads weren’t all that different / the speaker knew that if he took one road he couldn’t take the other as well.

7.  Why did the speaker choose the road he did?                                   (5 points)

One road was used more often by people, the other was used far less often. He comes to the conclusion that he will take the road that fewer people have walked on.

8.  "Yet knowing how way leads on to way,   I doubted if I should ever come back."
Explain this quote in your own words. Do you agree with the speaker? Explain why or why not.        (10 points)

One decision leads to another one and it is impossible in life to go back to the point when one made the decision. 
I do agree with this quote because in life one cannot go back in time and undo what has been decided. 
OR

I don't agree with this quote because it is always / generally possible to correct mistakes one has made. 

9.  a.  The poem ends: "And that has made all of the difference." This quote describes how the speaker will relate to his decision later on in life. 

How does he think he will feel about his decision?            (10 points)

Possible thinking skills: Inferring / Distinguishing different perspectives / Explaining cause and effect

His decision has made all the difference to his life. He has chosen the unpopular / nonconformist way in life. He isn't sure how he feels about this. He says he will be telling this with a sigh because he will feel regret that he will never know what the other road might have offered him. / The sigh may also be one of pride / satisfaction.

10.  The last stanza begins: "I shall be telling this with a sigh /  Somewhere ages and ages hence:"

a.  Why do you think the speaker will be "telling this with a sigh"?  (8 points)

He thinks he will be talking about this decision in the future “with a sigh”. He isn't sure whether it will be a sigh of regret or a sigh of relief about the choice he has made in life. He says that he has chosen the road fewer people have  taken, but he knows that he will always wonder about the road he hasn't taken. 

b.  What connection can we make between this quote and the title of the poem?              (7 points)

This is why the poem is called "The Road Not Taken". That is how it is in life:  we always wonder about the road we did not take, the choice we did not make. That is because we already know where the road has led us. The speaker will also remember how hard/satisfying it was to take the road few people take.
The Road Not Taken / Robert Frost
"Take a chance! All life is a chance. The man who goes the furthest is generally the one who is willing to do and dare. The 'sure thing' boat never gets far from shore." - Dale Carnegie, American writer
Make a connection between the above quote and the poem. Give information from the poem to support your answer.
The speaker in the poem is at a crossroads in his life and he has to make a decision about his future. He has to choose between the easier path and the one that has challenges. The speaker knows that his choice will influence his future and feels that, as Carnegie says in the quote, if he takes risks and chooses the road less traveled, maybe he will be more successful and have a more fulfilling life. The speaker decides to take this path and see where his choice leads him. 

Supporting quotes: 'Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, and I – I took the one less traveled by."

-"And having perhaps the better claim"

-"Because it was grassy and wanted wear."

-"To where it bent in the undergrowth"

-"And that has made all the difference."

                                                                           AND  / OR 

The writer believes that, as Carnegie says in the quote, taking challenges will lead to a better life and more success than if someone just takes the easy path – easy choices.  In the poem, the speaker does take the road less traveled by, but in the end, he says he'll tell the story with a sigh, which means he will probably regret his choice  // will be sorry that he chose the more challenging path.  We have to make choices in life and sometimes we regret those choices much later in life. 

Supporting quote: "will be telling this with a sigh Somewhere ages and ages hence."
"In the long run, we shape our lives, and we shape ourselves... And the choices we make are ultimately our own responsibility." – Eleanor Roosevelt

Make a connection between the above quote and the poem. Give information from the poem to support your answer.
In the quote Eleanor Roosevelt says that we are responsible for our choices. The speaker in the poem also talks about a choice he has made. He has chosen a road less traveled by and he says that it has made all the difference in his life. This probably means that he is happy with / regrets his choice. Although he is sorry he will never know what the other road might mean for him, he takes responsibility for his decision.

Accept answers that relate only to our choices shaping our lives or only to taking responsibility for our choices.

Appropriate supporting details for our choices shaping our lives:

– "that has made all the difference"

– "I shall be telling this with a sigh" (the decision had such an important impact that he will talk about it in the future)

* Appropriate supporting details for taking responsibility for our choices:

— Two roads diverged in a wood and I-- / I took the road less traveled by" (or anything else that relates to him talking about how he made the decision on his own)

– anything about him taking time to think about his decision or describing the difficulty in choosing.
