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Walter Dean Myers - biography

Born in 1937, Myers's own early life was marked by challenges. He was born in the midst of the Great Depression (1929–41). His family was extremely poor, and his mother died when he was a toddler, while giving birth to another child. A married woman who had been a friend of his mother's, Florence Dean, adopted him.. Though he was christened Walter Milton Myers, he later substituted "Dean" for his middle name in honor of the foster family who raised him.

The Deans soon moved to New York City and settled in Harlem, the northern Manhattan neighborhood 
that was the center of black life in the city. His foster father, Herbert, worked as a janitor and also in 
factories, often holding down two jobs to make ends meet. Both he and his wife had little formal 
schooling, but Florence had taught herself to read, and she then taught her adopted son by letting him read 
the True Romance magazine stories she liked. He progressed to reading comic books, but a teacher 
discovered him with one in class. one day.  This teacher actually changed his life because she grabbed his 
comic book and brought him a pile of books from   her own library.  He became a bookworm, and 
regularly checked books out of his local library—but he carried them home in a paper bag so that other 
kids would not tease him.

But by the time he entered his teens, he had awful problems at home. An uncle was murdered, sending Mr. 
Dean into a deep depression. Mrs. Dean, who had long struggled with drinking, became a full-blown 
alcoholic. And the young Walter, while praised by his teachers for his quick mind and reading ability, 
began to fail at school.

“I wasn’t showing up,” he said. “My thinking capacity fell off a cliff. My head was totally, completely filled up with what my thing was at home.” 

Myers  used to  get into trouble at school, and realized that not many avenues would be open to him once 
he left high school. Even though he was a bright student, he knew there were few resources available for 
blacks. "My folks couldn't send me to even a free college," he told Amanda Smith in Publishers 
Weekly. "There were days when I didn't have clothing to wear to high school, and I just didn't go." He 
dropped out of Stuyvesant High School, and, on his seventeenth birthday in 1954, he enlisted 
in the Army. After serving in the Army, he found his way back to writing. Mystery magazines published his submissions, earning him $5 or $10 checks. Then he entered — and won — a contest for writing a picture book. (In the meantime he held down jobs at the Postal Service and an employment office, among 
other places.). Since then his books have won the Coretta Scott King Award and the Michael L. Printz 
Award. “Monster,” the story of a young Harlem man’s trial for murder, was a National Book Award 
finalist in 1999.He served three years and returned to New York City to take a series of  low-paying jobs. 
He worked in the post office, as a messenger, and as a factory interviewer for the New York State Bureau 
of Labor. Myers died in July 2014 in New York.


The Themes Myers Wrote about
Myers wrote novels about urban teens and the challenges they face. Those books  have won him both a 
devoted readership and dozens of book awards.


 He wrote about children whose fathers are absent or jailed about children who shared playgrounds 
with drug dealers and gangs. Teens struggling to maintain their dignity while living with poverty, 
violence and fear." Myers said: "I'm not interested in building ideal families in my books. I'm more 
attracted to reading about poorer people, and I'm more attracted to writing about them as well."
His books deal with  the lives of many urban teenagers, especially young, poor African-Americans.
 Some of his well known novels are  Motown and Didi: a Love story, ,  Fast Sam, Cool Clyde, and Stuf 
and  Monster. All theses books deal with the complicated  life of black teenagers in Harlem, where 
they get into trouble, get involved with  crime, robberies, violence , drug gangs and  gang warfare, 
However there is also sense of hope in  his books.

Fallen Angels ,is  about a Harlem teen who enlists in the Army during the Vietnam War (1954–75). 
Myers called upon his own memories of military service to write it, but the work was really written in 
honor of his younger brother, Sonny, who followed in Myers's footsteps and enlisted in the Army in 1968.
He finally chronicled his own fascinating life story in Bad Boy: A Memoir, which appeared in 2002. He dedicated it to the sixth-grade teacher who found him professional help for his speech difficulty. Myers writes of his teen years in Harlem, and his flirtations with the criminal element, but also details his path to becoming a successful author. His story is all the more remarkable when he reveals that his foster father never learned to read—a discovery Myers made only after the man died.

As an African-American man who dropped out of high school but built a successful writing career — largely because of his lifelong love  for books — Mr. Myers said his message would be passed on  by his own experiences. Myers claimed that reading is extremely important for children. 
He said: "I think that what we need to do is say reading is going to really affect your life,” he said in an interview, adding that he hoped to speak directly to low-income minority parents. “You take a black man who doesn’t have a job, but you say to him, ‘Look, you can make a difference in your child’s life, just by reading to him for 30 minutes a day.’ That’s what I would like to do.”
Robin Adelson, the executive director of the Children’s Book Council, said that although  Myers wrote about tough , troubled life in Harlem, there was also the message of holding yourself up and believing in what you can do.
