THE SHORT STORY - INTRODUCTION


1. What is a short story?


�


The short story is a story which usually deals with one or a few characters, and with one issue .


It is short and follows a regular structure. The short story carries a message and its shortness compels it to be concentrated and unified in time place and plot (the three unities).


2. The structure of the short story.


The short story has three or four stages:


1. Exposition - The exposition  presents a few basic and important details about the time, place, characters and the basic conflict of the hero.


2. Complication ( optional) - At this stage something happens in the plot which pushes the hero into action or decision about his situation.


3. Climax - This is the peak of the story . It is also called "the point of no return"
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because what happens here will change the hero's life for ever. The conflict of the hero will develop constantly until it reaches this point - the most tense part of the story.


4. Solution - After the climax the conflict will be solved in a way that will serve the message of the story.


3. The characteristics of the short story 


1. It is limited In the number of characters, situations and issues.


2. It carries a social message, and it teaches us about human nature.


3. The hero usually represents an aspect of human nature , and he is faced with a conflict which will change something in him . 


�


4. The plot is vivid and stimulating and  it leads us to the end which will clarify the writer's goal ( message).


5. The short story is often full of literary means which beautify and help transfer the message.


4. Literary means in the short story 


1. Irony- Irony is created when the author writes one thing and means another. This double meaning raises our awareness of the main issue.


2. Symbolism - Symbolism is when a concept stands for something else. This symbol might appear at different places in the story.


3. Imagery - When the author uses our sense to create a certain atmosphere ,we  call it imagery. It helps us visualize the details and scenes of the story.


4. Point of view - How the story is told:


      a) first person - I 
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      b) third person - they, he, she , it.


      c) omniscient- a teller who knows all. 


