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Pre-reading Activity: The Golden Rule

Here are examples of “The Golden Rule” found in different religions:
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The “Golden Rule” finds its way into all religions and all cultures.

Write your own version of the Golden Rule: ____________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why is this “rule” so important in today’s world? ____________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Keep in mind The Golden Rule while reading the story.  We will return to it later on in the unit.

Basic Understanding:  Part 1

Make sure you look at the translations when we get to them in the text.   The words in bold are words which are good to remember.

	English
	Hebrew
	English
	Hebrew

	purse
	ארנק/תיק נשים
	snatch
	לחטוף

	strap
	רצועה
	taking off full blast 
	לרוץ ממש מהר

	slung across her shoulder
	נתלה על כתפה
	his blue-jeaned sitter
	יַשְׁבָן שלו לבוש בג'ינסים


Describe how Roger and Mrs. Jones met.____________ ________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

At the end of the first part of the story which we have just read:

Where is Mrs. Jones and what is she doing? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Where is Roger and what is he doing? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explicit HOTS - Problem Solving 
Here are a few silly inventions we don’t see every day. The inventors had a problem and came up with a unique solution.  Look at the photos and complete the charts below:
Picture One                                                                                        Picture Two
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Picture Three                                                                                     Picture Four
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Complete the following chart:
	Picture/Number
	Problem  that needed to be solved
	Solution

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


For each problem, give two other possible solutions of your own.  You may work in pairs.

	Problem
	Solution 1
	Solution 2

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


What did we just do?  We solved different kinds of problems by offering several different solutions and choosing the best final option for us.  Just like the inventors did in the pictures.  They had a problem and they created something which would solve it for them.
How can we use this skill in other areas of our lives? _______________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________

Analysis and Interpretation: Problem Solving in the text

We learned about Problem Solving when we looked at silly inventions and the way inventors had solved their problems.  In the story, so far, we have read about two characters, Mrs. Jones and Roger, both of whom have a problem.
Mrs. Jones has a problem.

What is it? ________________________________________________________

What options does she have to solve it?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Roger has a problem.

What is it? ________________________________________________________

What options does he have to solve it?

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Let’s continue reading.

Basic Understanding: Part 2

Make sure you look at the translations when we get to them in the text.   The words in bold are words which are good to remember.
	English
	Hebrew
	English
	Hebrew

	to stoop
	להתכופף
	a pair of blue suede shoes
	זוג נעליים כחולים מזמש

	ashamed
	מתבייש 
	made a dash for it
	לברוח מהר

	firmly gripped
	מוחזק חזק
	run that comb through your hair
	תתסתרק

	I didn’t aim to
	לא התכוונתי מראש
	presentable
	נראה מסודר

	turn you loose
	לשחרר אותך
	behind a screen
	מאחורי פרגוד

	release
	שחרר
	a gas plate
	כיריים על השיש 

	frail
	חלש
	an icebox
	מְקָרֵר

	(the) least I can do
	 המעט שאני יכול/ה לעשות 
	the day-bed
	ספפה (ספה בסלון שהופכת למיטה בלילה)

	Was I bothering you?
	האם אני הצקתי לך?
	to be mistrusted
	להיות לא אמין

	sweat
	זיעה
	lima beans
	שעועית לבנה

	a struggle
	מאבק
	ham
	בשר לבן

	jerked him around
	העיפה אותו לכאן ולכאן
	latching onto
	תופס משהו

	a half-nelson
	אחיזה עם יד אחת מסביב לצוואר
	behave yourself
	תתנהג יפה

	the rear
	חלק האחורי (של הבית)
	the barren stoop
	המדרגות הריקות בכניסה של הבית

	roomers
	דיירים
	
	


Some of the language in the story is written in a different dialect (kind) of English.  It is an African American dialect.  As your teacher is reading, note the following statements and write them in Standard English.  Your teacher will help you.

· "Now ain’t you ashamed of yourself?"  ____________________________________________________

· "Yes’m." _________________

· "What did you want to do it for?" _________________________________________________________

· "I didn’t aim to." _________________________________________________

· Ain’t you got nobody home to tell you to wash your face?" 

______________________________________________________________________________
· "You gonna take me to jail?"  __________________________________________________________

· "Not with that face, I would not take you nowhere,"  _______________________________________

· “Maybe, you ain’t been to your supper either, late as it be. “ _________________________________

· "You could of asked me."  _____________________________________________

· "I were young once and I wanted things I could not get."  _____________________________________________________________________________

· “So you set down while I fix us something to eat.” ____________________________________________

Answer the following Basic Understanding questions: 
1. How does Roger react after Mrs. Jones asked him why he tried to steal her pocketbook? _________________________________________________________________________
2. What does Mrs. Jones say when Roger apologizes? ________________________________________________________________
3. What does Mrs. Jones tell Roger about her life? _______________________________________________________________________
4. What does Roger want to do when he sees the front door left open? _________________________________________________________________________
5. What does Roger do with Mrs. Jones’ pocketbook on the table? ________________________________________________________________________
Follow Roger’s feelings throughout the story.  Sometimes he wants to run away and sometimes he wants to stay.

Copy the sentences which show that he wants to run away and the sentences which show that he wants to stay. 
	Roger wants to run away
	Roger wants to stay

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


What causes Roger to change his mind and not run away? ______________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________________

Explicit HOTS Teaching: Inferring
When we “infer” we “read between the lines”. We read the text and assume new things that are not clearly said.  A person may TELL us something in words, but the words they do NOT say COULD be implying a different meaning.  Smileys are like body language or faces; we can understand what the person is saying by just looking at them. 
I. Below is a sentence which can be understood many ways.  How can you understand the sentence (infer meaning) with each smiley (facial expression) after it? 

II. Give the page to your partner and have him/her try and understand what each sentence means using the smileys drawn next to it.  Discuss with your partner if you were correct or not.

	Sentence
	Emoticon
	I can infer that…….

	I have to go now.
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	Make up your own sentence here…..
	add smiley here
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Analysis and Interpretation: Inferring in the text

In literature, the author does not always explain everything in the text.  We need to infer some things from a character’s behavior or from his/her words.  Now that you have learned about inferring, how can we use that skill to understand more about the relationship between the characters in the text?
1. What does Mrs. Jones infer about Roger at different points in the text?

· When Mrs. Jones catches Roger trying to steal her pocketbook: ______________________________________________________________

· When Mrs. Jones says, “Ain’t you got nobody home to tell you to wash your face?” ______________________________________________________________

· When Mrs. Jones leaves her pocketbook on the table and goes into the kitchen: _________________________________________________________________

· When Mrs. Jones gives Roger $10: ____________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

2. What does Roger infer from Mrs. Jones at different points in the text?

· When Roger is caught by Mrs. Jones trying to steal her pocketbook: ______________________________________________________________

· When Roger is told by Mrs. Jones to wash his face: ______________________________________________________________

· When Roger sees Mrs. Jones leave her pocketbook on the table and go into the kitchen: _________________________________________________________________

· When Roger gets $10 from Mrs. Jones: ____________________________________ ________________________________________________________________

Analysis and Interpretation: Problem Solving in the text 
We learned about Problem Solving, when we looked at silly inventions and the way inventors had solved their problems.  In the story, Roger has a problem even before he meets Mrs. Jones.  By trying to steal her pocketbook, he has chosen a possible solution.   Can you help Roger?

Roger has a problem.  He wants something.

What is it? __________________________________________________________

How did he try to get it? ________________________________________________

How else can he try to get it? ____________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________ __ _____________________________________________________________________

What does Mrs. Jones think he could do? _________________________________________________________________ __ ____________________________________________________________________

What would you do? ________________________________________________ __ ___________________________________________________________________

In the Pre-reading Activity, we spoke about kindness to others and The Golden Rule.

A. How does Mrs. Jones follow that rule?  Give examples from the story.

__________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________

BONUS:  Why is Mrs. Jones’ kindness not expected?
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________

Analysis and Interpretation: Literary terms
Every story is told by someone.  That person is called the narrator.

There are a few kinds of narrators:

1st person: The person telling the story is a character in the story and uses the word “I” in his storytelling.

3rd person: The person may or may not be a character in the story, but he tells the story about other people not about himself.

Omniscient: The person telling the story is not in the story at all.  This person knows everything about everyone (what they think or feel) and knows what is happening to everyone at every second of the story.

What kind of narrator is telling the story “Thank You Ma’m”? ___________________________

Discuss:
How do you think Roger would tell the story of his meeting with Mrs. Jones?

How do you think Mrs. Jones would tell the story of her meeting with Roger?
Bridging Text and Context Activity
The Harlem Renaissance was a time in Harlem, New York, where African Americans came from all over the United States and began to express themselves for the first time in American History.  Beginning in the 1920’s, Harlem’s artists wrote poetry, painted, played music (swing and blues) and danced.  Some famous artists were Langston Hughes, Count Basie, Louis Armstrong and more.  The Black people who lived in Harlem created a new culture of art, music, food and relationships.

Langston Hughes was born in Missouri where he was raised by his grandmother.  She told him stories of African history and gave him a sense of black pride.  She took good care of him, kept him out of trouble and encouraged him and his writing.  He moved to Harlem and became one of the most important African American poets of his time.
Watch the clip about the Harlem Renaissance:

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nAvDTP7Dr0g&feature=related
How does this information help you to better understand the story?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Post-Reading Activity

Choose one option:

a) Retell the first scene of the story from Roger’s perspective.

b) Write a (thank you) letter to Mrs. Jones from Roger 10 years later.

c) Write a diary entry that either Mrs. Jones or Roger wrote that evening.

d) Act out and record the story. 
Summative Assessment
Basic Understanding:

1. Where does this story take place? __________________________________________________________________
2. Describe Roger’s physical appearance. __________________________________________________________________
3. Describe his behavior. __________________________________________________________________
4. How does Mrs. Jones treat Roger in the beginning? __________________________________________________________________
5. How does her behavior change? __________________________________________________________________
Analysis and Interpretation 

1. What was Mrs. Jones’ problem in the story?   How did she solve it?

2. What was Roger’s problem in the story? How did he solve it?

3. Do you think Mrs. Jones made the right decision? Why/why not?

4. Do you think Roger made the right decision? Why/why not?

5. Why did Mrs. Jones choose to help Roger instead of calling the police?

We have learned the following HOTS: 
· distinguishing different perspectives 
· problem solving
· inferring.
Answer the following questions: 

Why didn’t Roger try to steal Mrs. Jones’ pocketbook again at her home, when he had the chance?

Thinking skill I chose:   

________________________________________.  

Answer:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________    __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________              
Explain why you chose this skill to answer the question.                               __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  _____________________________________________________________________________________                            
Bridging Text and Context:

“When people care for you and cry for you, they can straighten out your soul.”  ~Langston Hughes

Explain how this quote relates to the story Thank you Ma’m.  
_____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflection
Look though all of the work you have done in this unit and answer the following questions:

1. Did you like the story? Explain your answer in at least two sentences.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. As part of this unit of work you were taught two Higher Order Thinking Skills (HOTS).  

	
	Problem Solving
	Inferring

	What did your teacher do to teach it to you?
	
	

	How did the HOTS help you to better understand the story? 

 
	
	

	How did you apply it to the poem?
	
	

	How can you use it in your life?
	
	


3. Following is a list of the types of activities we did for this poem. (Look at your worksheets.  They are all labeled.)

	Key Components
	Done [image: image6.png]




	a. Pre-reading Activity
	

	b. Basic Understanding 
	

	c. Analysis and Interpretation: 

i. HOTS  ( Problem Solving , Inferring,)

ii. Literary Term – Narrator
	

	d. Bridging Text and Context 
	

	e. Post-reading Activity
	

	f. Summative Assessment
	

	g. Reflection (this page)
	


4. Which activity did you enjoy the most? Explain why.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Use the list above as a checklist to be sure you have all of the parts of the unit.
Hinduism


Do not to others what you do not wish done to yourself.


Judaism


What is hateful to you, do not do to your neighbor.


Buddhism 


Hurt not others in ways that you yourself would find hateful.


Islam 


Desire for another that which you desire for yourself.


Hurt no one so that no one may hurt you.


Christianity


As you want men to do to you, do to them likewise.
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