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THE ROAD NOT TAKEN / ROBERT FROST


1. Nature's Role In The Poem.


1. The woods and the roads are a metaphor for life. The wood is yellow -this could symbolize autumn , a transition time or a point in mid-life. The yellow can also represent an old book- the book of his life and  the leaves are another word for pages.( lines 16-20).


2. The  undergrowth represents the unknown part of the future in an decision.


3. The green color of the grass represents something fresh, virgin , and that symbolizes an option before you take it.


4. The black  color represents the way most people choose.


5. The time of day- morning (line 11) symbolizes the  beginning of life- a time when people make decisions.


2. Decision Making


1. When you make a decision you have to choose only one option( line 2) , and usually both options are tempting.


2. Before making a decision you must explore each option to the fullest extent.(line 4).


3. The extent to which you can examine each option is limited ( line 5).


4. When you make a decision you check what others have done before you.


(lines 9-10).


5. People like to think they can leave one option aside for the future ,


(line 13)however  when you think about it you know that it's not possible.(lines 14-15) .


6. In many cases people feel regret about a decision  once they have made it.


7. Making a decision is something that affects your whole life. Frost doesn't say whether it's for the better or worse (line 20) . He leaves it for us to think about.














3. The Meaning Of The Title


The poem is called "The Road Not Taken" because it is the essence of his conflict. He is thinking about the path he didn't take and he's reflecting how his life would have been different had he chosen the more acceptable , common, popular way.


4. The Message Of The Poem.


Frost talks about the two options: conformism - "going with the flow"


and non conformism- going in a different way than everyone else. Being a poet , an artist is usually being a non conformist. These people need to be on the outside because they see thing differently. The message , therefore is that making decisions is not an easy process, but once you have decided you should be pleased with yourself.


5. Literary Means


1. Imagery- The use of nature images creates a special atmosphere.


2. Colors- yellow wood, green grass , black trodden leaves.


3. Metaphor- The roads are a metaphor for the options in life , and the woods are a metaphor for life .


4. Time of day-  the morning is a metaphor for the beginning of life.


5. Personification- The grass "wanted we"- This has a double meaning-


A - Wanted to be worn out by footsteps


B - want =  lack of footsteps.


6. Alliteration- wanted wear.


7. Word play- double meaning of:


A- wear


B- " as just as fair"- just = only, right. Fair = deserving, pretty.
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8. The persona- first person the whole poem. He expresses his feelings and stresses his regret by using " Oh" and"!"  to express his sigh.
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