Questions from The Enemy EMT Reader pp. 45-46
1. What information is conveyed to us in the opening paragraphs?

2. What is the mood of the story up to the point when Sadao and Hana spot the body on the surf? With what elements is this mood created?

3. What does the opening of the story tell us about Sadao’s relationship to his wife and his country?

4. Sadao’s hands “seemed of their own will to be doing what they could to staunch the fearful bleeding”. What role does Sadao’s medical skill play in the story? Is its function purely one relating o the plot, to the events of the story or does it have some thematic role?  If so, what?

5. How do the servants’ attitudes to the injured soldier differ from that of the couple? How could you explain this difference?
6. What is the function of the paragraph beginning “She crouched close….,” with its reference to the Japanese treatment of prisoners of war? What do you k now about this treatment?

7. Do you think that Sadao’s feelings about the G.I (soldier) change as the story develops? Hana’s? If so, indicate where the changes take place.

8. What danger faces the couple from their servants? How do they respond to it?

9. Explain what is implied in the General’s saying: “Of course, I understand fully. But that is because I once took a degree in Princeton…”?
10.  What plan does the general propose regarding the American? What is Sadao’s first response to the plan? Does it change? If so, where and in what way?

11. What does Sadao propose to Tom?

12. What is the irony in the conversation between Sadao and the General?

13. Whiteness is traditionally a symbol of purity. What does “white” represent for Sadao at the story’s end? What is the effect of recounting his experiences in the U.S.? What are his feelings for white people?

14.  To what and whom does the title of the story refer?

15. Has the narrator made clear why Sadao could not kill Tom? If so, what are the reasons you would give? 

16. In this story, Buck presents the stereotypes that exist in the relations between white people and colored people and between peoples who are at war. Can you detect and similar stereotypes in life today? What effect do they have on our behavior and our attitudes towards others?
