Basic terms in drama
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1.  Drama


A general name for works of literature which were meant to be performed on stage. The main types of drama are comedy and tragedy. Drama is characterized by -


A. The plot develops in the present before the eyes of the viewer or reader without the intervention of the playwright.


B. The characterization is done indirectly by the characters themselves through what they do or say, or what other characters say about them, not by the playwright.


C. Actions and deeds are the only way to express the flounderingäúìáèåú
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thoughts or feelings of the character.


2.  Play


A literary work presented in the theater. The limitations of the stage create certain aspects which are unique to plays as opposed to other genres.


A. The three unities (Aristo).  This term means that the plot is limited in


time (usually not more than 24 hours) and place. 


B. Identification. It is easier to identify with the characters because we learn about them first hand, as in real life, and therefore we are able to judge their behavior objectively.


C. Irony - Dramatic irony is what occurs in two possible situations:
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    1. The audience clearly sees how the hero's actions lead to situations


        that are very different from what the hero intended. 


    2. The audience knows things that the hero does not.


    Tragic irony happens when the results of the dramatic irony are tragic 


    ones (i.e. lead to suffering).


    3. Irony can be created when something is said in one context but has


    a different meaning in another.


3. Playwright  -  The author of a play.


4. The structure of drama


    A play is built of acts (usually 3-5). Each act is divided into scenes,


which are situations inside the act. The limits of a scene might be the entering and exit of a character.
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There is usually a structure of:


a. Exposition


b. Development of conflict


c. Climax


d. Turning point 
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e. Solution
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5. Stage directions


These tell the setting of the scene; show gestures of characters; say who enters or exits and sometimes reveal feelings. They appear in italics and inside square brackets [ ]. 


6. Comedy


A play based on humor and amusement.


7. Tragedy


A play which presents a disastrous development, human suffering, struggle, a change of fate and death. 


   The tragic Hero/s is aware of his problems and he struggles to free himself of the circumstances, but without success. The tragic hero usually has a flaw in his character which causes him to sin against society, God, mankind or his own family. The principle of crime and punishment is a basic principle in tragedy, and his sin is usually punished by death.


Tragedy, according to Aristo, happens inside the close family. The tragedy deals with general human problems and issues that concerns mankind’s


existence.


8. Chorus 


In the Greek play the chorus stood on stage and made remarks about what happened in the play. Modern plays sometimes give this function to one of the characters, who comments on the actions of other characters 


9. Comic Relief


This term describes a comic situation that occurs at a very tense moment in a play. It serves as a momentary break in the tension of the play.


10. Catharsis 


Catharsis is the moment of release from the fear and stress of the plot that had been built in the audience throughout the play.


11. Foreshadowing


When some element hints that an event is about to happen it is called


foreshadowing.
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