Bridging Text and Context
Between the years 1880-1914, some four million Italians immigrated to America, mostly from the poor southern parts of Italy. Because they came with very little education, many of them made their living as unskilled workers, and because they had families to support both in America and sometimes back home in Italy as well, they often did not have the time to get a better education. It was only their children or grandchildren, the second and third generations, who were able to improve their lives.
 
In this story, George wants to "pick up his education" by reading 100 books in 1 summer, but he finds it too difficult. In a typical immigrant neighborhood in New York City, everyone tries to succeed. The key word is proper education, while moving through a dynamic process of growing up and taking responsibility.
Reading books in the summer is what George would like to do...But will he?
Here are some photos that best illustrate the period of time in which the story takes place: 
 New York Tenements in the 1920's and the 1930's
Go to the attachment 1 to see a presentation

 
 
