	
	A Summer's Reading  
Level 1 (basic content questions)
1. Who are the main characters in the story? 

2. Who are the minor characters? 

3. What are their relationships to each other? 

4. Who is the author? 

5. Where and when does the story take place? 

6. Why does George spend most of his days in his room? 

7. What does he do all day?  Why? 

Level 2 (familiar with content and can make inferences relating to the text)
8. How are George and Sophie different? 

9. What does Mr. Cattanzara do for a living?  

10. What does George tell Mr. Cattanzara?  

11. How do all the other people in the neighborhood find out? 

12. Does George do what he says he will?  How does George react when he sees Mr. Cattanzara, and he knows that Mr. Cattanzara will ask him about his reading?  Why does he do this? 

13. What are George's expectations of himself?  Does he live up to them?  Why?  How does he feel about this? 

14. When Mr. Cattanzara. finds out the truth, what does he do? 

15. How does what Mr. Cattanzara does affect George? 

16. Level 3 (historical, social, psychological inferences)
17. Why do you think Mr. Cattanzara cares about George? 

18. The story takes place in the summer time.  Is this important?  Why?  How do you think the story would be different had it been set in the winter?  When does the story end?  Why? 

19. What does G. do in the end?  What do you think will happen in the future? 


 (questions submitted by Adele Raemer) 
Level 3. Content questions
20. Why did George leave school and how did he feel about it? 

21. Why doesn't he go to summer school? 

22. Describe a typical day in George's life./ How does G. usually spend his day? 

23. Describe George's family. 

24. Describe the neighbourhood. 

25. Describe Mr. Cattanzara. 

26. Describe the first/second meeting with Mr. Cattanzara. 

27. What does George answer when he is asked what he does all day? /What lies does George tell and to whom? 

28. Why does he give this answer instead of telling the truth? 

29. What does George read? What does Mr. Cattanzara read?  

30. How does George spend his evenings and nights? 

31. What does he dream about in the park ? Why does he go there? 

32. Who is Mr. Cattanzara ?/ How does he earn a living? 

33. How does Mr. Cattanzara spend his free time? 

34. Why does George like Mr. Cattanzara? 

35. What does Mr. Cattanzara ask George?  What does he answer? 

36. Does Mr. Cattanzara believe George? Why? 

37. What is the reaction of the people in the neighbourhood to George after his meeting with Mr. Cattanzara? 

38. To what factor does George attribute this change of attitude? 

39. How does Sophie act towards him now? 

40. What advice does Mr. Cattanzara give George? 

41. Why doesn't George leave his room during the following week? 

42. Why does he finally go out one night? 

43. Do people ask him the question he is afraid of? 

44. Why did George go to the library? Do you think he will begin to read? 

45. What happens at the end of the story? 

Level 4.Inference questions

46. What led George to spend so much time alone? 

47. What are George's activities ?  What do they show about him? 

48. In George's social context why is education important? 

49. How do George's dreams and desires compare with his reality? 

50. What was the American dream for people like George and what were the ways of achieving it ? 

51. Why is it mentioned what George reads? What Mr. Cattanzara reads? 

52. What lessons does George learn from Mr. Cattanzara  and his experience in life? 

53. What are the results of the different lies told in the story? 

54. Do you believe George ever really intended reading the books he said he was going to read? 

55. How does George's image as a serious reader affect his life? 

56. George's need for respect is a main idea in the story. Discuss. 

57. Public opinion can force people to do things they would otherwise not do. Discuss. 

58. Which kind of reprimanding hurts more - verbal or silent? Discuss. 

59. How old is George? Does he act his age? 

60. Sophie is willing to give George a dollar a week to support his reading and everyone in the neighbourhood respects serious reading. Why ?  Why don't more people in the neighbourhood read? 

61. "George knew he looked passable on the outside, but inside he was crumbling apart."...years later when he opened his eyes he saw that Mr. Cattanzara had, out of pity, gone away." 

62. "Don't do what I did."  Discuss. 

63. Why do you think Mr. Cattanzara drank so much? 

64. Why is Mr. Cattanzara interested in George's reading? Why does he stop asking George questions about it?  Why does he start the rumour that George has finished reading all the books? 

65. What do you think really causes George to go to the library and begin to read, or at least choose books? 





Level 5. Literary Questions

66. "The first paragraph in a short story foreshadows the future."  Discuss the ending in this light.  

67. What might the title "A Summer's Reading" imply?/Why do you think the story is called "A Summer's Reading” and not "A Winter's Reading"? 

68. Follow George's attempts throughout the story to "escape". 

69. Discuss the symbolic use of the term "the change maker". 

70. Discuss the themes of loneliness and lack of relationship. 

71. What do you think is the importance of  the names of the characters in the story? Why aren't they standard American names? 

72. What does the park symbolize? 

73. Mr. Cattanzara is both a negative and a positive character.  Explain: How does this relate to the theme of education in the story ?  

74. Stoyonovich means stand still, Cattanzara means chained.  Can you relate this to the theme of education ? 

75. Mr. Cattanzara is George's role model for success in life, but he is a failure. Why do you think that the writer has chosen to make this so? 

76. Malamud has chosen to tell the story from George's point of view.  What is the advantage of this choice? 

77. Does Malamud make us feel sympathy for George, despite his limitations? Why or why not? How? 

78. How does the environment encourage/discourage George from changing his lifestyle? 

79. Why didn't Malamud really end the story ? What do you think happens ? 

80. 



81. (questions submitted by Tzilla Kratter) 


