A Summary Analysis For Class Dictation

A Summer's Reading / Bernard Malamud 
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1. The Meaning Of The Title

The title of the story has two levels: 

A. The literal level- George had to do some reading in the summer but he didn't. Only in the fall, the beginning of a school year, did he begin to read.

B. The symbolic level- George has done some meaningful redoing in the book of his life. He sees the failure of Mr. Cattanzara and the others in the neighborhood and he realizes that books are his ticket out of this fate. He hesitates in this understanding , but eventually he gains it. This insight is George's summer's reading.

The title is also ironic because he doesn't actually read in the summer.

2. The Structure

1. Exposition-  The beginning of the story gives us the background about George.

A. His family- his sister Sophie , who works in a cafeteria in the Bronx; his father, who works in  a fish market; and the fact that his mother is dead.

B. His neighborhood- a poor  immigrants neighborhood (Cattanzara- Italian ; Stoyonovich- Polish) in New York with hot and stony streets and people who work hard for a living. We also meet his neighbor and only friend - Mr. Cattanzara.

C. His character is presented through a review of his life:

1. His past - He quit high school and has done nothing with himself since.

2. His present- He is always" waiting for a job" and spending his empty days at home or in the park alone.



3. His future- This is represented by Mr. Cattanzara. Who is a frustrated drunk who wasted his life because he didn't study . 

2. Complication- George lies and Mr. Cattanzara spreads the rumor that he had read the books. 

3. Climax- Mr. Cattanzara's warning "Don't do what I did"

4. Solution - George goes to the library and accepts Mr. Cattanzara's advice. 

3. George's relations with others

George's relationship with others are not  good:

1. His peers- He sees them on the corner but they don't talk because he had left school and they don't keep in touch. The girls are mentioned as a way to supply his needs, but since he had no money to spend ,he also didn't have a girl.

2. His family - He almost doesn't relate  to his family. The only reaction from his father is that he " wept". His sister cares about him only up to a point where she realizes  he doesn't want to help himself.

3. Mr. Cattanzara -  He is the only one who really cares about George and  he helps  him change his life and avoid repeating his own mistakes.

4. Mr. Cattanzara's role in the story.



Mr. Cattanzara has a very important role in the story. He gives George the incentive to read. His job is symbolic- "the change maker" because he makes the change in George. He helps George gain the respect he wants by spreading the rumor about his reading, and then George wants to justify it but has a problem doing it . Mr. Cattanzara helps him again by starting a second rumor that he had finished reading the 100 books . He finally gets to him when he tells him "Don't do what I did". Mr. Cattanzara also plays the role of a father to George and he helps him make the right decision about his life. 

 5. The Symbolism in the Story



A. The beer and the park  The drinking ,for Mr. Cattanzara , is a way to escape his gloomy reality. He is a very frustrated person because he is intelligent- he reads the New York Times from first page to last, but his life is miserable. He  has a lousy job, lives in a poor neighborhood and has a boring and ugly wife. 

The park has the same function for George. He goes there at night to escape the shame of his situation. 

B. Names  Stoyonovich in Polish means "wait". And indeed George is always waiting for things to happen to him. That is why he has excuses for everything- no job, no education, no girl and no taking responsibility.

Cattanzara in Italian means " to hurry things up" and indeed this is what he does for George.


C. Reading- Each character has different reading habits which tell about her:

George reads only cheap books or magazines- which don't require any effort.

Sophie  reads tabloids  but sometimes good books.

Mr. Cattanzara reads a serious newspaper New York Times , and he reads it from first page to last- which shows us that he has a thirst for knowledge. 

6. The End of the Story

The end is left open for us to think about but we do have reasons to believe that George will read and change his life because:

1. He ran to the library.

2. He had "an inward trembling" like what people have when they start a new way . 



3. "He easily counted off " the books. This shows that he was content with his decision.

4. He went there in the fall - after the summer and at the beginning of a school year.

7. The Message of the Story

 The Message of the Story is expressed in Mr. Cattanzara's words- "Don't do what I did" Mr. Cattanzara wants George (and Malamud through him wants all youngsters reading the story) to learn from his experience and not repeat his mistakes. His message is that reading is the key to education and education is the key to success in life. You should learn when you are still young and life is ahead of you.
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